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[ have heard
He gives no horse for poets' words.
His gift will speak his nature true:
Moo.
James Marino, 1996
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I have heard
He changes no chargers for verse
But tenders in terms he holds dear,
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o3 jhey g pall JSS I Le (il 3 5ncd
fe Al pal
Co n-acci Fergus in carpat secha 4 in n-
éenfer and. Tintaf Fergus do debuid fri Coin
Culaind.

“Olc dait, aSiriti,” ol sé “mo diguin. Is

garit mo lorg latt,” ol sé.
“Néba lond frim/ (a popa) Fergus”
ol Cu Chulaind

I “fri baga benai / (fr1)

naimtiu
ascada cen claideb / fa allud
(is hé) torordid ar Ulad / aigid
sced slechtfa / ailu
tairbirt fo mam / Etarcomal
tallaig dimrén / esblithaib

(in) neoch nam accae ar / bail
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uallchas fo chemdib / fialum
forsaid ligu / fortchi

for charpat cotlud na /
longud

ni sdm lam / balcbrain

na fer aithber form (a
popa) Fergus.”

Talléci inna $léchtain co ndechaid carpat

Fergusa taris co fo thri.
“Tarfaig dfa araid in mé fédrdar.”
“Natha écin,” ar a ara-som.
Asrubairt,” ol Ci Chulaind, “nf regad co
rrucad mo chend-sa né co fircbad-som dano a

chend lem-sa. Cia de bad assu lat-su, a popa
Fergus?” or Cd Chulaind.

“Is assu ém lem-sa a ndorénad,” ar
Fergus. “Uair iss ésecom ropo tallach.”

Atnaig Fergus farom id n-crchomail tria
a di pherid 4 berthi i ndead a charpait fadessin
don dinud. In tan no théiged lar carrce, no

scarad a leth 6 alailiu. In tan ba réid, conrictis.

Danécai Medb.
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“Ni boid ind imbert moithchuliéin sin, a
Fergus,” ol Medb.

“Ni tocrad dam dano in t-athechmatud,”
ol Fergus, “glicid frisin coin méir nad n-

argarad.”
1Ay jalad) daa i
Fergus saw Etarcomal’s chariot go past

him then with only one man in it. Fergus

turned to fight with Cii Chulainn.

“It was bad of you 1o dishonour me, you

sprite,” he said. “You think my club is short.”
Cid Chulainn said,
“Don’t rage at me
father Fergus
for boasts
you strike enemies
stealing gifts
without sword work
a raid rushed
through Ulster
and [ will hew down
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fosterings

I brought Etarcomal

under the yoke
the haughty one pays me

with death’s flowers
he watched me

win here
pride shielded me

against those fey
used to lying on

chariot cushions
neither sleeping

nor eating
the mighty raven’s hand

is not peaceful
don’t blame me

father Fergus.”

He fell on his face and Fergus’s chariot

drove across him three times.




“Ask his charioteer whether | caused it.”
“Not at all,” said Etarcomal’s charioteer.

“He said he would not go until he carried
off my own head or until he left his head with
me. Which of the two would you take, father
Fergus?” Asked Cu Chulainn.

“lI would take what happened,” Fergus

said, “for he was arrogant.”

Fergus stuck a cattle-band through
Etarcomal’s shanks and dragged the body
toward camp behind his own chariot. When hc
went over rocks, the halves separated. When it

was flat, they came back together again.

Medb saw that. “Fergus, that puppy’s

play is no joke,” she said.

“In my opinion the mongrel shouldn’t
have challenged the great hound whom he

couldn’t match,” Fergus answered.
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Gaibid Fergus a suidiu a gaisced q
imasai isin chath 4 glanais berna cét isin
chath cona chlaideb ina dib lamuib. Gabais
medb farom a gaisced 4 forfébair isin chath 4
maidter rempi fo thri conad ed rosoi in cial gai

fora ciilu.

"Ni fetar”, ol Conchobar fria muintir
batar imme, "cia resa maid in cath frind awiaid.
Geibid-si sunn in cath didiu co ndechar-sa fora

chind.”
"Gébma-ne farom i mbale i tdm", ar na
héca, "acht mani maidi in talam found nd an

nem antias foraind, nicon memsam-ne de

sund.”
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After that Fergus took his weapons and
he turned to the battle and with his sword in
his two hands he cleared a gap big enough for
a hundred through the battalion. Then medb
took her weapons and rushed into the battle
and they broke before her three times, until a

bunch of spears tummed her back.

"I do not know", said Conchobor to his
warband who were with him, "who has broken
our lines on the left flank. You hold the battle

line here and I will go against him."

"We will hold the place where we
stand”, said the young men, "and, unless the
carth break beneath us or the heavens upon us,

we will not move from here."
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. is and sin doreblaing ind crr gascid
ina chathcharpat serda cona $erraib iamaidib,
cona faebraib tanaidib, cona baccinaib § cona
birchriadib, cona thairbirib niath, cona nglés
aursolcdi, cona thairngib gaithe bitis ar fertsib
q fallaib - fithisib 4 folomnaib don charpat
sin. Is amalaid boi in carpat sin cona cherit
chréestana  chréestirim  chlesaird  colgdirig
caurata ara taillfitis ocht n-airm n-ind flatha co
ldas faindle né gaithe né chliabaig dar rée
maige. Ro suidiged in carpat sin for dd n-
echaib diana dremna ddsachtacha cendbeca
cruindbeca  corrbeca  biruich  bascind

bruinnederg sesta suachinte sogabilta ...
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... then the brave chariot-fighter lept into
his sickled battle-chariot with its iron sickles,
with its slicing edges, with its hooks, and with
its hard-pointed places, with its heroic spikes,
with its weapons opened, with its flying nails
that were on the shafts and straps and loops
and cords of that chariot. Here is how that
chariot was: its frame open and thin, open and
firm, high enough for feats, sword-straight,
heroic so that the head-heroe's eight weapons
would fit in it, yct with the speed of a swallow
or wind or wild boar across the level plain.
That chariot was set on two swiflt, frantic,
furious horses, small-headed, small and round-
bodied, small-muzzled, pointy-eared, wide-
hooled, red-chested, steady, sure, well-

harnessed ...
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"Tédnic buiden aile ann didiu isin telaig a

Slemain Midi," or Mac Roth,
"7 siat adléechda imtholtonach.

Ocliech odarda mér lecanfota ina

harinach.
Folt donn craebach fair.
Brat derg fo lof chain imbi.

Léne dergscoigthi.

[ 35 e Siad @él}h}c)“!\ olo ke wia gl s steichoscopy Y121
il 3380 fA8 55 o
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Claideb  dercscoigthi co n-imdurnn

findarcaid fora chiiu.
Sciath derg fair,

Manais leathanglas for ddal altchain

uindsenn ina liim."...

"Tanic buiden aile and didiu isin telaich i
Slemain Midi," or Mac Roth.

"Is aidbliu tricha cét a faircsi.
Ldech uchtget rochéem ina hairinach,

Cosmail fri hAilill ucut itir mét 9 maisi

7 dechelt 4 errad.
Mind 6ir hiasa mullach.
Brat dergscoigthi imbi hi forcibal.
Bretnas 6ir isin brot for bruindib.
Léne co ndergindliud i custul imbi.
Sciath bémnech co n-imlib 6ir fair.
Tuiri rigthaigi ina laim.

Claideb oirduim iama formna."
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“Then another company came onto the
hill at Slemain Midi," Mac Roth said,

“they were very warriorlike and eager.

A all, swallow, long-checked young

man leading them,
With brown, bushy hair.
A red cloak of hair fleece around him.
An outstanding shirt.

A gold brooch in the cloak at his

shoulder.

An outstanding sword with fair silver

hilt at his left side.
A red shield on him.

A broad grey stabbing-spear on a fair

Jjointed coil of ash in his hand."...
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“Then another company came onto the

hill at Slemain Midi,"” Mac Roth said.

“They looked to be more than three

thousand.

A bright-breasted, very fair warrior

leading them,

Similar to Ailill over there in size and

good looks and dress and gear.
A gold crown on his head.

An outstanding cloak around him in

pleats.

A gold British brooch in the cloak over

his chest.

A shirt with red interweaving wrapped

tightly around him.

A striking shield with gold edges on

him.
A king's house-pillar in his hand.

A gold-hilted sword across his back.”
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Canaid a chéle ferdord dé, contuli friss
co n-accae nach crecht and ropo glan. Is and

asbert Lug:
1. Eli Loga inso sis

"Atrai, a meic mér Ulad
fot Slancréchtaib curetha
fri naimtiu fer melldarath
moradaig todonathar
dia ferragaib sligethar
sliaig immenard nerethar
fortacht a sid séerfudut

issin mruig ar conathaib
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col anmuim arfucherthar
féchiallathar éengillae
arclith ar baaib béifedae
slig delb silsa riut.

Ni fil leé do nertSdegul

fer do baraind bruthaigte
co niurt for do lochtnamtib
cing it charput comglinni

is iar sin atrai."”
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His companion sang a manly chant to
him. He fell aslecp to it and Lug saw that
every wound on him was healed. Then Lug

said:

.t. The Efe Loga, The Incantation of Lug,

here below.
Rise up, great son of Ulster
Cast off your healed wounds
a man, sweet stranger, against foes
in the long night comes consolation
from his manly choices hewing
hosts around the height
aid from the sid will free you
in farmed field, at the dog's fords
with your steadfastness vanquishing
a single lad is on guard
he defends cattle, his true lord

strike a shape, I will strike before you
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none of them has your life's strength
pour your furious anger

forcefully over your flawed foes
step into your steady chariot

after this, rise up.(H )
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"Is tridag ani nar ta de,
'nar ndaltdnaib Scithaiche,
missi créchtach ba chri rdad,

tussu gan charptiu d'imldad.

Is triag anf nar ta de,
‘nar ndaltanaib Scithaiche,
missi créchtach ba chri garb,

q tussu ulimarb.

Is trdag ani nar td de,
‘nar ndaltinaib Scéthaige,
tussu d'éc, missi beo brass

1s gled ferge in ferachas.”
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"wreched what has happened
to us, Scathach's fosterlings:
I wounded, red and gory

you unable to drive away.

wreched what has happened
to us, Scathach's fosterlings:
I wounded, sorc and gory

you stone dead.

wreched what has happened
to us, Scathach's fosterlings:
you dead, I alive and gloating.

. Yo,
Manhood is a war of wrath .
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